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Auaus?r 14 (legislative day, Auacust 1), 1951.—-Ordered to be printed 


Mr. Hunt, from the Committee on the District of Columbia, submitted 


the following 


REPORT 
[To accompany 38. 532] 


The Committee on the District of Columbia, to whom was referred 
the bill (S. 532) to authorize the cancellation or settlement of claims 
of the District of Columbia against the estates of recipients of old-age 
assistance, after full consideration, report favorably thereon with an 
amendment and recommend that the bill as amended do pass. 

The amendment is as follows: 

Page 1, lines 9 and 10, strike out the words ‘‘an allowance of such 
claim will work a hardship on the survivors of the deceased,’ and in 
lieu thereof insert the words: 
the deceased has left surviving him any dependent spouse, dependent child, or 
dependent grandchild who is unable to support himself by reason of physical 
disability, 

The purpose of this bill is to allow the Commissioners of the District 
of Columbia to cancel or settle claims against the estates of those who 
have received old-age assistance where collection of the full amount 
required by law will work a hardship on the survivors of the deceased. 
The bill has been amended to limit its scope so that the survivor must 
be a spouse, child, or grandchild who is unable to support himself by 
reason of physical disability. Under present law the Commissioners 
are required to collect the full amount due without reference to the 
hardship thereby worked on survivors. ‘The bill would allow settle- 
ment of such claims on a just and equitable basis, depending on the 
circumstances in the particular case. 

The bill requires no expenditure of funds. The total amounts now 
collected annually from such estates is approximately $30,000. Since 
only a small percentage of claims would be compromised, the loss of 
income to the District would be trivial, particularly since collection 
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of such claims in full frequently forces survivors to seek public assist- 
ance. The bill has the approval of the Board of Commissioners, and 


was unanimously reported by the full committee. 


CHANGES IN EXISTING LAW 


In compliance with subsection (4) of rule XXIX of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, changes in existing law made by the bill, as re- 
ported, are shown as follows (existing law proposed to be omitted is 
enclosed in black brackets, new matter is printed in italics, existing 
law in which no change is proposed is shown in roman): 


Sec. 12. At the death of recipient of an old-age assistance, or of the last survivor 
of a recipient married couple, the total amount of assistance since the first grant, 
together with simple interest at the rate of 3 per centum per annum, shall be 
deducted and allowed by the proper courts out of the proceeds of his property as a 
preferred claim against the estate of the person so assisted, and refunded to the 
Treasurer of the United States to the eredit of the District of Columbia, leaving 
the balance for distribution among the lawful heirs in accordance with law: 
Provided, That if the Board of Commissioners or its designated agency finds that the 
deceased has left surviving him any dependent spouse, dependent child, or dependent 
grandchild who ws unable to support himself by reason of physical disalility, such 
Board or agency, may tn tts discretion cancel, in whole or in part, or otherwise settle 
such claim: Provided, That upon sufficient cause, such as mismanagement, failure 
to keep in repair, or the inability of any recipient of assistance properly to manage 
his property, the designated agency of the Commissioners may demand the 
assignment or transfer of such property, or a proper part thereof, upon the first 
grant of such assistance, or at any time thereafter that it deems advisable for 
the purpose of safeguarding the interest of an applicant or for the protection of 
the funds of the District of Columbia. Such agency shall establish such rules 
and regulations regarding the care, management, transfer, and sale of such prop- 
erty as it deems advisable and shall provided ! for the return of the balance of the 
claimant’s property into his,shands whenever the assistance is withdrawn or the 
claimant ceases to request it If the District of Columbia collects from the estate 
of anv recipient of old-age assistance any amount with respect to old-age assistance 
furnished him under this Act, one-half of the net amount so collected shall be 
paid to the United States in accordance with the provisions of title I of the Social 
Security Act. 
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